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Top: Pedestrians walk their dogs along Black Eagle Memorial Island in
January.

Abigail Lichliter and Lonnie Hill can frequently be found on
Great Falls’ River’s Edge Trail either out for a run or a bike ride. 

“You can feel seclusion and be immersed in the environment”
while being in the city, Lichliter said.

“Because it’s so long, it’s accessible to everybody,” Hill said.
No matter where you live in the city, you can typically access the
trail easily. 

After a quarter century of work led by a small group of ded-
icated residents, things are changing for the River’s Edge Trail. 

Doug Wicks has retired as the driving force behind much of
the work that has gone into developing the trail, which is now a
25-mile-long paved city path, plus another 35 miles-plus of gravel
or dirt trail. 

But with Wicks retired, the work won’t end. The trail will con-
tinue to grow in 2016 as a $1.56 million venture will relocate part
of the trail to keep it along the river across the road from Apple-
bee’s, the Great Falls Tribune and the Electric City Water Park.
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After battling a Missoula veter-
an’s disability rating for a traumatic
brain injury for more than three
years, the VA has finally blinked.

“The VA’s Appeals Management
Center conducted a records review
inclusive of my prior neuropsycho-
logical test results conducted by the
Department of Defense (Army) and
determined those original test re-
sults were sufficient to overturn the
VA’s initial rating decision,”
Charles Gatlin said last week. 

Meanwhile, a second mental
health advisory council to Mon-
tana’s governor accused the VA of
providing substandard care to vets
suffering from TBIs. 

Gatlin, a former infantry cap-
tain, suffered head injuries when a
truck bomb exploded near him in
Iraq in 2006. His wife, Ariana Del
Negro, said his concussion was
caused by the blast, by the truck en-
gine block hitting his head, and
from Gatlin hitting his head again
when he fell.

After undergoing extensive neu-
rological testing for two days each
in 2006, 2007 and 2009, the Army
concluded that his injuries were
permanent and discharged him
with a 70 percent disability rating.

When Gatlin moved to Missoula
to attend graduate school at the Uni-
versity of Montana, he went to Fort
Harrison for his VA disability rat-
ing. His Army medical records
were received by the VA in January
2012, but apparently ignored. In-
stead, Gatlin was given a brief
screening assessment called
RBANS (Repeatable Battery for the
Assessment of Neuropsychological
Status).

Then the VA dropped Gatlin’s
TBI rating from 70 percent to 10
percent, although it attributed some
of his difficulties to PTSD and add-
ed a 30 percent disability rating for
that.

Gatlin challenged that rating and
testified before the VA Board of Ap-
peals in Washington, D.C., in Octo-
ber 2013.

Gatlin and Del Negro also took
their case before the Montana
Board of Psychologists in Helena,
arguing that the RBANS test was in-
adequate to measure mental defi-
cits, that the psychologist who ad-
ministered the test misinterpreted
the results, and that the psycholo-
gist, Robert Bateen, wasn’t quali-
fied to interpret the results.

The VA objected strongly, but
the state licensing board agreed a
year later. It concluded that Bateen 

Veteran
wins
battle
with VA
Gatlin challenged
agency for 3 years

Eric Newhouse
For the Tribune

See GATLIN, 3A

WASHINGTON - In the federal
budget to be released Tuesday,
President Barack Obama will call
for doubling U.S. investment in
clean energy research and devel-
opment by 2021 as a way to combat
climate change.

The proposal is part of the his-
toric “Mission Innovation” agree-

ment reached in November by
world leaders in Paris. The effort
calls for a major boost in public and
private innovation in the area of
clean energy.

Obama announced Saturday
that he will seek a doubling of U.S.
funding in clean energy from
$6.4 billion to $12.8 billion over five
years. To achieve that goal, invest-
ments in clean energy would have
to rise by about 15 percent each

year.
“As I said in my State of the

Union address, rather than subsi-
dize the past, we should invest in
the future,” the president said in
his weekly radio address.

The new investments will “help
the private sector create more jobs
faster, lower the cost of clean ener-
gy faster, and help clean, renew-
able power out-compete dirty fuels
in every state,” he said.

Leaders of 20 nations pledged in
November to double spending on
clean energy research and devel-
opment over five years. 

Among other initiatives to be un-

veiled in the proposed 2017 budget:
» Increased investments in

clean transportation to reduce car-
bon pollution, cut oil consumption
and create jobs. The effort would
be paid for with a fee on oil compa-
nies — a proposal Republicans are
likely to oppose.

» A “moonshot” to cure cancer,
led by Vice President Joe Biden and
jump-started with $1 billion to ac-
celerate the development of new
cancer treatments.

» A two-year, $1 billion effort to
address the nation’s opioid epidem-
ic by expanding treatment for her-
oin and prescription drug abuse.

Obama budget calls for doubling clean energy funding

SUSAN WALSH/AP

President Barack Obama’s budget
proposal to be released Tuesday will
include a doubling of U.S. funding for
clean energy over the next five years.

President wants to ‘invest in the future,’
fulfill Paris goals for climate change

Richard Wolf
USA TODAY
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After 25 years, Wicks is retiring, but the trail will continue growing

Jenn Rowell
jrowell@greatfallstribune.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN CHASE

River’s Edge Trail planner Doug
Wicks explors a crack in the north
bank of the Missouri River near
West Bank Park in August 2014.

See TRAIL, 4A

RIVER’S EDGE TRAIL BY THE NUMBERS

25
miles of paved
urban trail

35
miles of gravel
and dirt trail

27
years the community
has devoted to the trail

MORE ON THE RIVER’S
EDGE TRAIL
» See My Montana to read about how
the trail began in the late 1980s.

» Check out the Tribune’s photo gallery
of people on the trail through the years
at www. gftrib.com.

» Check out an interactive timeline
showing how the trail has grown at
www.gftrib.com.
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Top: Pedestrians walk their dogs along Black Eagle Memorial Island in
January.

Abigail Lichliter and Lonnie Hill can frequently be found on
Great Falls’ River’s Edge Trail either out for a run or a bike ride. 

“You can feel seclusion and be immersed in the environment”
while being in the city, Lichliter said.

“Because it’s so long, it’s accessible to everybody,” Hill said.
No matter where you live in the city, you can typically access the
trail easily. 

After a quarter century of work led by a small group of ded-
icated residents, things are changing for the River’s Edge Trail. 

Doug Wicks has retired as the driving force behind much of
the work that has gone into developing the trail, which is now a
25-mile-long paved city path, plus another 35 miles-plus of gravel
or dirt trail. 

But with Wicks retired, the work won’t end. The trail will con-
tinue to grow in 2016 as a $1.56 million venture will relocate part
of the trail to keep it along the river across the road from Apple-
bee’s, the Great Falls Tribune and the Electric City Water Park.
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After battling a Missoula veter-
an’s disability rating for a traumatic
brain injury for more than three
years, the VA has finally blinked.

“The VA’s Appeals Management
Center conducted a records review
inclusive of my prior neuropsycho-
logical test results conducted by the
Department of Defense (Army) and
determined those original test re-
sults were sufficient to overturn the
VA’s initial rating decision,”
Charles Gatlin said last week. 

Meanwhile, a second mental
health advisory council to Mon-
tana’s governor accused the VA of
providing substandard care to vets
suffering from TBIs. 

Gatlin, a former infantry cap-
tain, suffered head injuries when a
truck bomb exploded near him in
Iraq in 2006. His wife, Ariana Del
Negro, said his concussion was
caused by the blast, by the truck en-
gine block hitting his head, and
from Gatlin hitting his head again
when he fell.

After undergoing extensive neu-
rological testing for two days each
in 2006, 2007 and 2009, the Army
concluded that his injuries were
permanent and discharged him
with a 70 percent disability rating.

When Gatlin moved to Missoula
to attend graduate school at the Uni-
versity of Montana, he went to Fort
Harrison for his VA disability rat-
ing. His Army medical records
were received by the VA in January
2012, but apparently ignored. In-
stead, Gatlin was given a brief
screening assessment called
RBANS (Repeatable Battery for the
Assessment of Neuropsychological
Status).

Then the VA dropped Gatlin’s
TBI rating from 70 percent to 10
percent, although it attributed some
of his difficulties to PTSD and add-
ed a 30 percent disability rating for
that.

Gatlin challenged that rating and
testified before the VA Board of Ap-
peals in Washington, D.C., in Octo-
ber 2013.

Gatlin and Del Negro also took
their case before the Montana
Board of Psychologists in Helena,
arguing that the RBANS test was in-
adequate to measure mental defi-
cits, that the psychologist who ad-
ministered the test misinterpreted
the results, and that the psycholo-
gist, Robert Bateen, wasn’t quali-
fied to interpret the results.

The VA objected strongly, but
the state licensing board agreed a
year later. It concluded that Bateen 
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WASHINGTON - In the federal
budget to be released Tuesday,
President Barack Obama will call
for doubling U.S. investment in
clean energy research and devel-
opment by 2021 as a way to combat
climate change.

The proposal is part of the his-
toric “Mission Innovation” agree-

ment reached in November by
world leaders in Paris. The effort
calls for a major boost in public and
private innovation in the area of
clean energy.

Obama announced Saturday
that he will seek a doubling of U.S.
funding in clean energy from
$6.4 billion to $12.8 billion over five
years. To achieve that goal, invest-
ments in clean energy would have
to rise by about 15 percent each

year.
“As I said in my State of the

Union address, rather than subsi-
dize the past, we should invest in
the future,” the president said in
his weekly radio address.

The new investments will “help
the private sector create more jobs
faster, lower the cost of clean ener-
gy faster, and help clean, renew-
able power out-compete dirty fuels
in every state,” he said.

Leaders of 20 nations pledged in
November to double spending on
clean energy research and devel-
opment over five years. 

Among other initiatives to be un-

veiled in the proposed 2017 budget:
» Increased investments in

clean transportation to reduce car-
bon pollution, cut oil consumption
and create jobs. The effort would
be paid for with a fee on oil compa-
nies — a proposal Republicans are
likely to oppose.

» A “moonshot” to cure cancer,
led by Vice President Joe Biden and
jump-started with $1 billion to ac-
celerate the development of new
cancer treatments.

» A two-year, $1 billion effort to
address the nation’s opioid epidem-
ic by expanding treatment for her-
oin and prescription drug abuse.

Obama budget calls for doubling clean energy funding

SUSAN WALSH/AP

President Barack Obama’s budget
proposal to be released Tuesday will
include a doubling of U.S. funding for
clean energy over the next five years.

President wants to ‘invest in the future,’
fulfill Paris goals for climate change

Richard Wolf
USA TODAY
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River’s Edge Trail planner Doug
Wicks explors a crack in the north
bank of the Missouri River near
West Bank Park in August 2014.
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