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ACROSS the BIG SKY

Look for breaking news and updates
throughout the day at www.gftrib.com

TODAY ’S
QUESTION

Do you believe global warm-
ing is real?

1. Yes.

2. Yes, but it’s not caused by
humans.

3. No.

Opinions on 6A

VOTE ONLINE
To vote, go to

www.greatfallstribune.com

WEIGH IN BY PHONE
Dial 771-9824

*****

YESTERDAY ’S
QUESTION

Will you vote for your party's
nominee in November's gen-

eral election?

Total votes: 161

78%
1. Yes

22%
2. No

(Online poll results. Results not scientific.)

COMMENTS
Responses selected from
recorded messages and

the online forum at 
www.greatfallstribune.com

Yes, but now it’s come down
to the old adage, “the lesser

of two evils.”

F.S., Great Falls

Yes, and he should do real
well.

J.J.F., Vaughn

I don’t think I’ll vote for any
party’s nominee. Who are

they to tell me what to do?
This is America; I’ll vote for

who I want.

R.J., Cascade

Yes, as long as it’s the person
the people are putting in

office, not some bureaucrats.

R.B., Great Falls

Lewistown News-
Argus reported.

Heritage areas
are not national
parks. There are 49
in the country and
none in Montana.

Grain elevators 
to be torn down

LEWISTOWN -
CHS Big Sky is tear-
ing down the grain
elevator and fertiliz-
er building near the
fairgrounds.

General Manager
Keith Schumacher
told the Lewistown
News-Argus the

County rejects
heritage area

LEWISTOWN -
Fergus County Com-
missioners voted
unanimously to
reject inclusion of
any land in the coun-
ty in a proposed
Upper Missouri
River National Heri-
tage Area.

The commission-
ers decided to send a
letter to Cascade
County Commission-
er Jane Weber “vig-
orously”opposing
any national heri-
tage designation, the

building will be
demolished for safe-
ty reasons. The com-
pany is taking down
nine empty eleva-
tors in the region.

The Lewistown
elevator has been in
place for more than
six decades.

Filing system
passes first test

HELENA - Mon-
tana’s commissioner
of political practices
is touting the state’s
new online cam-
paign finance filing
system as a success

after its first major
test this week.

Statewide candi-
dates faced a filing

deadline on Monday,
35 days from the
June 7 primary elec-
tions. But the real

failed to file by the
deadline.

Injured boy 
still in hospital

CODY, Wyo. - A
teen who was struck
in the head after an
errant throw at a
shot-put event in
Meeteetse remains
hospitalized.

The Cody En-
terprise reports that
Leo Horsen had
suffered a fractured
skull and injured an
eye socket in the
Monday incident.
His mother, Chris-

tine Horsen, said
Wednesday that he
has been intubated
and is expected to
remain in an in-
duced coma for
another two days.

The seventh-
grader had been
helping measure
distances in the
shot-put event when
he was hit while
competitors were
warming up.

He was knocked
unconscious and
flown to St. Vincent
Healthcare in Bill-
ings, where he re-
mains a patient.

rush came Tuesday,
the deadline for
hundreds of district
and county candi-
dates.

Commissioner
Jonathan Motl said
Thursday that of 339
state district candi-
dates, including
legislative and Pub-
lic Service Commis-
sion hopefuls, all but
27 filed by the dead-
line.

Of the 112 county
candidates required
to file because they
expected to receive
$500 or more in
contributions, 15
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IT’S WHAT
everyone’s
talking about.

Fire protection needed:
May 6, 1885 — Separate fires
did major damage in Living-
ston, Billings and Miles City,
prompting the Billings Ga-
zette to call for fire hydrants,
new equipment and a special
tax levy for fire protection
because “the present is the
time to act.”

Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial designer named:
May 6, 1981 — Yale architec-
ture student May Ying Lin was
named winner of a competi-
tion to design the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.

Sources: Montana Histori-
cal Society, Associated Press

BACK IN 
THE DAY

On this date in U.S. and
Montana history

*****

HELENA - Members of
the Environmental Quality
Council were updated Thurs-
day on the number of gray
wolves in Montana, five
years to the day that the ani-
mals were delisted from fed-
eral protections for being an
endangered species.

And members later
agreed to send a letter to fed-
eral officials that broadened
the scope from an earlier pro-
posal to delist grizzly bears in
the Yellowstone ecosystems

area to the entire state.
There are an estimated

536 wolves in Montana in
2015, down 18 from the year
before and 32 breeding pairs,
down from two, said Ken Mc-
Donald, Fish, Wildlife and
Parks division administrator.

According to a 2015 annual
management report from
Montana Fish, Wildlife and

Parks, in northwest Montana
officials verified 349 wolves
in 85 packs. In western Mon-
tana, 78 wolves were verified
in 22 packs, four of which
were breeding pairs and in
southwest Montana there
were 109 wolves in 19 packs
verified, eight of which were 

Wolves see drop; panel wants grizzlies off list

TRIBUNE PHOTO/PHIL DRAKE

Ken McDonald, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks wildlife division
manager, discusses wolf management Thursday.

PHIL DRAKE
PDRAKE@GREATFALLSTRIBUNE.COM

See PANEL, 3M

MORE ONLINE
To read the gray wolf management report, go to:
http://1.usa.gov/24ADA8J
To read about delisting of grizzly bears, go to: http://1.usa.gov/1rYBSjP

Law enforcement officials
are working to update the in-
terlocal agreement that gov-
erns the 911 dispatch center
on Gore Hill, and the process
led to a joint meeting of the
Great Falls City Commission
and Cascade County Com-
mission on Tuesday. 

Great Falls Police Chief
Dave Bowen sent a draft of
the agreement to county offi-
cials and the county officials
had concerns, primarily
about budget control and

management of the joint cen-
ter that is under city control
with county support. 

Tension between city and
county officials was clear
during Tuesday’s meeting,
but Bowen and Undersheriff
John Stevens stressed that at
the law enforcement level,
things are largely going
smoothly.

“This was an effort to get
the two political entities to-
gether to talk about the gov-
ernance of the 911 center,”
Bowen said. “Operationally,
users of the 911center, we get
along.”

Bowen said that after the
meeting, he’s continued con-
versations with the sheriff’s
office to make adjustments
and that they’re creating a
formal working group to fur-
ther flesh out a draft interlo-
cal agreement. 

“Operationally, I think
we’re going to be OK,” Bo-
wen said. 

The working group will in-
clude Bowen, the Cascade
County Sheriff’s Office, the
city and county emergency
managers, the 911 center 

Officials discuss 911 center 

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO/RION SANDERS

Justin Wallace, a dispatcher at the 911 Dispatch Center for Cascade
County, takes 911 calls at his desk in 2015.

Law enforcement looking to update agreement
JENN ROWELL
JROWELL@GREATFALLSTRIBUNE.COM

See DISPATCH, 3M

A man died in Glacier
National Park on Wednes-
day after jumping into a
shallow pool in the Two
Medicine Area, according
to the National Park Ser-
vice.

Glacier National Park re-
ceived a report at 3:45 p.m.
that the man, 26, jumped
into the pool at Running Ea-
gle Falls and suffered life-
threatening injuries. Park
rangers arrived on the
scene within minutes and
performed CPR. The pa-
tient was pronounced dead
at 4:30 p.m.

The initial investigations
indicates the man jumped
from the waterfall on his
own accord and no foul play
is suspected.

ALERT, Glacier Emer-
gency Services, Blackfeet
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices, Blackfeet Law En-
forcement Services and the
Glacier County Sheriff’s
Department also responded
to the scene.

Park visitors are remind-
ed to use caution around all
water features, especially
waterfalls and lakes. Water
is cold, fast moving and
high in most places and
rocks can be very slippery.

Man
dies in
Glacier
Park
26-year-old jumped
into the Running
Eagle Falls pool

TRIBUNE STAFF

The Rainboffalo is back on the
River’s Edge Trail across from the
Milwaukee Station.

After vandals ripped off or dam-
aged all four of the statue’s fins, it
was removed in 2014. 

“I didn’t know if it was coming

back,” said Sheila Kelly, a River’s
Edge Trail Foundation board mem-
ber and regular trail user. 

But Kustom City Fiberglass was
able to repair the statue and it was
returned to the corner of River
Drive at the Weissman Bridge. 

Sussie Thompson with Kustom
said their staff stripped the paint
off, repaired the fins and strength-

ened them to prevent future dam-
age, and then repainted the entire
statue. 

Pepper Niles, Larry Brasda and
Darren Stucker of Kustom spent
more than 200 repairing the statue,
she said.

“It was a project of joy and love. 

Rainboffalo returns

TRIBUNE PHOTO/RION SANDERS

The Rainboffalo has been returned to its place along the River’s Edge Trail, at the corner of Central Avenue West and River Drive,
after it required repairs due to vandalism. Kustom City Fiberglass spent more than 200 man-hours on repairing and repainting it.

Fish-themed statue re-emerges after repairs
JENN ROWELL
JROWELL@GREATFALLSTRIBUNE.COM

See RAINBOFFALO, 3M
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DEAR ABBY: I’m a gay man in
my early 60s. I have been fortu-

nate to live pretty
openly, despite be-
ing stuck in a small,
conservative South-
ern town. Many
guys I have gotten
to know over the
years are not so
lucky, due to being
married, afraid for
their careers, etc.
As a result, many of
them lead double
lives with their true

orientation known only to other
gays.

When one of these acquaint-
ances passes away, should I attend

the funeral services to pay my
respects, even though I might not
have known anyone else in the
family? Or should I stay away to
keep tongues from wagging and
asking, “How did Sam know that
guy?”

— Circumspect In The South
Dear Circumspect: Not every-

one who attends a funeral is an
intimate friend of the deceased.
Some of them are people who
knew the person from a distance
and admired what he or she ac-
complished in life. If you feel the
need to go to the funeral, by all
means do. But have an answer
prepared in case you are asked
questions because “How did you
know Bob?” is a common and in-

nocent one.
Dear Abby: A couple of months

after moving in with my boy-
friend, I have realized that his
mattress is not a good fit for me.
He says that it’s 12 years old and it
still has 10 to 15 years left in it.

Every day I wake up with an
aching, stiff back. I have a job that
keeps me standing all day, so my
back pain is starting to affect my
performance. I like living with
him, but how can I get him to re-
place the mattress? It seems he
has chosen the mattress over me,
so I guess I’ll start sleeping on the
floor. 

— Sleepy In St. Louis
Dear Sleepy: According to the

website of one of the top mattress

manufacturers, the average li-
fespan of a quality mattress is
between eight and 10 years. Mat-
tresses older than that can suffer
from deteriorating comfort fea-
tures and diminished support ca-
pabilities. 

Many consumers wait too long
to replace their mattresses. If you
wake up in the morning not feeling
refreshed and rejuvenated, or
feeling pain or discomfort, then it’s
time to replace this one. So talk
with your boyfriend again. If he’s
not willing to invest in a replace-
ment, suggest buying a firm mat-
tress topper or even splitting the
cost for a new mattress.

A restful night’s sleep is essen-
tial for good health. If you are

unable to convince him, then you
may have moved in with him too
quickly.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

To order ‘’How to Write Letters
for All Occasions,’’ send your name
and mailing address, plus check or
money order for $7 (U.S. funds) to:
Dear Abby — Letter Booklet, P.O.
Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-
0447. Shipping and handling are
included in the price.

Gay man mulls future funerals for closeted friends 

DEAR ABBY
Jeanne
Phillips

Classic rock acts to
play Coachella in fall

It could be Woodstock 47
years later — only the drug
of choice might be antacid,
not any of that other stuff —
at an October concert fea-
turing some of the greatest
rock acts of the preceding
generation. 

Confirming weeks of ru-
mors, Goldenvoice Enter-
tainment announced Tues-
day that it is bringing Bob
Dylan, the Rolling Stones,
The Who, Paul McCartney,
Neil Young and Pink Floyd’s
Roger Waters to the Empire
Polo Club stage in Coachel-
la, California, during a long
October weekend. 

Dubbed the Desert Trip,
the three nights of music
Oct. 7-9 will begin on a Fri-
day with performances by
Dylan and the Rolling
Stones.

They will be followed the
next night by McCartney
and Young, with Waters and
The Who closing out the
weekend Sunday. 

Each act will perform

full, separate sets, with the
shows beginning at sunset.

Stones ask Trump not
to play their songs

The Rolling Stones have
asked presumptive Republi-
can presidential nominee
Donald Trump to stop play-
ing their songs at his cam-
paign events. 

In a statement
Wednesday, the rock band
said they have not given per-
mission to the Trump cam-
paign to use their songs and
“have requested that 
they cease all use immedi-
ately.” 

A Trump campaign
spokeswoman didn’t imme-
diately respond to a request
for comment or say whether
they had a license to play
their songs. 

Trump, an avid music
fan, has featured Rolling
Stones songs at his rallies
for months as part of a di-
verse soundtrack that in-
cludes Elton John, opera and
classic rock songs.

The Rolling Stones’ 1969
classic “You Can’t Always
Get What You Want” was a
popular song for his events,
and during an event Tues-
day night, the campaign
played “Start Me Up.” 

Political campaigns don’t

need artists’ permission to
play their songs at rallies as
long as the political organi-
zation or venue has gotten
what’s known as a blanket li-
cense from the performing
rights organizations ASCAP
and BMI for all the music in
the licensing group’s reper-
toire. 

MacFarlane to star
in Fox sci-fi series

Seth MacFarlane is going
to star in and produce a sci-
fi TV series set 300 years in
the future. 

Fox said Wednesday that
the series, described as a co-
medic drama, is intended
for the network’s 2017-18
season. 

The untitled show will
follow a motley crew of a
spaceship from Earth on an
exploratory mission. Fox
says it has ordered 13 hour-
long episodes. 

MacFarlane’s TV career
has focused on animation, as
producer and voice actor for
series including Fox’s “Fam-
ily Guy” and TBS’ “Ameri-
can Dad!” 

His movie credits in-
clude “Ted” and its sequel
and “A Million Ways to Die
in the West.” 

— Wire services

CELEBRITY
WATCH
~

Aries (March 21-April 19). You’ll
need one or two more assess-
ments of the situation before
you can properly relax. So dive in,
make your notes, surmise the
outcome and then put the whole
thing to rest so you can finally
have some fun.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). “No
help whatsoever,” “more trouble
than it’s worth,” “diminishing
returns”: These phrases being
bandied about don’t reflect your
feelings at all. You see potential
where others see only risk and
loss. You’ll prove them wrong.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You
are fair-minded and interested in
the opinions of others. You’ll go
to extra lengths to make sure
everyone who wants to chime in
on a subject has the opportunity
to be heard. Don’t forget to add
your own voice to the mix.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). The
money that makes your life
easier is the kind you earn fair
and square, free and clear. Then
there’s money that makes your
life harder: It’s borrowed or given
with strings attached. Avoid that
kind now.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Don’t let
things get boring. Reversals will
delight you, especially those
pertaining to familial roles. You’ll

find charm in the way children
act like adults and adults play
like children.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). What
you once struggled with is now
so effortlessly accomplished you
hardly remember you’re doing it.
Details you got hung up on don’t
matter to you anymore -- all signs
that you’re on to bigger and
better things.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If you’re
going someplace that no one has
gone before, you’re going to
have to clear your own road. This
is only worth it if the destination
is a place your soul feels called to
find.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You
don’t have to know much about
gravity to follow its rules. The
compliance of everything around
is a perk that comes with being a
force of nature. Guess what?
You’re a force of nature, too.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Try
not to get too caught up in the
long-term implication of a deci-
sion. Focus on whether or not it
feels, in this moment, like the
highest and best for you and
everyone involved.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). That
little pot of trouble brewing on
the back burner needs some

attention. If you ignore it, it’s
sure to boil over. If you stir it,
you’ll only be stuck doing that
the whole time it cooks. Turn off
the heat. It’s the only way.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your
“live and let live” policy usually
serves you well, but not today.
Bottom line: If you don’t speak
up in today’s situation the other
will assume you’re a passive
bystander.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You
may jump toward the sun, but
you are not trying to land there
or anything. It’s just that having
brilliant goals makes getting off
the ground a lot more fun.

Today’s Birthday (May 6).
You’ve been so kind to the peo-
ple around you, and the warm
social atmosphere you’ve built
will be a source of pleasure and
comfort this year. The next 10
weeks are for finishing a big
project. The reward will come in
August. September will bring a
financial upturn. Traveling to see
more beauty will be well worth
the expense. Leo and Libra adore
you. Your lucky numbers are: 10,
30, 16, 2 and 29.

To write to Holiday Mathis, visit
www.creators.com and click
“Write the Author” on her page.

TODAY’S HOROSCOPE

We were happy to 
contribute to our community
and the trail,” Thompson
said.

Kustom donated about
half of the work and the foun-
dation paid $5,000 to repair
the statue and $1,000 for work
on the statue’s base, said John
Juras, RET Foundation presi-
dent.

The Rainboffalo was cre-
ated originally by Chris Mil-
ler as part of the Buffalo
Hunt auction in 2005. Peter
Horst and Tina Schott pur-
chased the sculpture and do-
nated it to the River’s Edge
Trail in 2010. 

Steffen Janikula, the city’s
new trails coordinator, im-
proved the site where the
Rainboffalo was remounted

and staff placed the statue
back in that spot. 

Thompson said the repair
team tried to keep the statue
true to the original and pri-
marily used the same colors

to repaint. 
“We hope that was a one-

time thing,” Kelly said of the
vandalism. “It doesn’t look
like it, but it was a huge un-
dertaking.”

Rainboffalo
Continued from 1M

TRIBUNE PHOTO/RION SANDERS

People gather to celebrate the return of the Rainboffalo to its place
along the River’s Edge Trail. 

breeding pairs.
Wolves were delisted in

2011, when state manage-
ment took full effect
through Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks using a
combination of federal
funds and sportsman dol-
lars.

According to the report,
the U.S. Department of
Wildlife Services reported
64 livestock losses in 2015
due to wolves compared to
47 in 2014. During 2015, the
Montana Livestock Loss
Board paid $79,312 for live-
stock killed by wolves.

The reported noted 51
wolves were killed to re-
duce further losses, the low-
est number killed due to
depredation in 10 years. Of
those 51, 35 were killed by
Wildlife Services and 16
were killed by private citi-
zens.

McDonald said the num-
ber of wolf complaints has
decreased steadily from 233
in 2009 to 91 in 2015.

Nick Gevock, conserva-
tion director of the Montana

Wildlife Federation, said
the state and federal depart-
ments involved in the wolf
program deserve praise.

“It’s a healthy number of
wolves geographically,” he
said. “I think this proves the
state can do it.”

In other numbers, wolf li-
cense sales generated
$455,000 for wolf manage-
ment in 2014 and $417,000 in
2015.

In 2014, Montana held its
fifth wolf season; 206
wolves were taken: 60 per-
cent by hunters, 40 percent
by trappers. In 2015, 210
wolves were taken; 65 per-
cent by hunters, 35 percent
by trappers, state officials
said.

The EQC then reviewed a
proposal to remove the
Greater Yellowstone eco-
system population of griz-
zly bears from the federal
list of endangered and
threatened wildlife.

The federal government,
in its report, stated the pop-
ulation has recovered and
no longer meets the federal
guidelines of a threatened
species. The ecosystem in-
cludes five national forests
including Yellowstone and
Grand Teton national parks.

Mike Hagener, the Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks director, said this was
for a “recovered” group of
bears and the state should
be proud about its grizzly
bear numbers. He said they
have grown from about 200
in the 1970s to 700 bears
now.

The federal government
was taking comment on the
proposal until May 10.

Chelcie Cargill of the
Montana Farm Bureau said
her organization supported
statewide delisting, noting
that grizzly bears caused
$111,126 in livestock losses
to a confirmed 84 animals in
2015 and $55,151 in losses to
32 animals in 2014.

Sen. John Brenden, R-
Scobey, said he asked that
two letters be sent to the
federal government. One of
the letters should state that
the EQC supports delisting
the bears in Yellowstone
and the other letter says it
supports delisting grizzly
bears in the entire state.

After some debate, in
which Brenden resisted
suggestions to turn his mo-
tion into two separate pro-
posals, the measure passed
11-5.

Panel
Continued from 1M

manager and the city’s fire
chief. Bowen said they’re
working to include the coun-
ty medical director. 

Discussions about updat-
ing the interlocal agreement
started in fall 2013, and Greg
Doyon, city manager, said in
a meeting with city commis-
sioners that he’s “not
suggesting to splinter that re-
lationship” with the county. 

But they need to talk about
how to move forward, he
said. 

“We do want to work with
the county, it just makes
sense,” Doyon said.

County commissioners in-
dicated they want more input
on budget decisions for the
911 center, but since the cen-
ter’s budget falls within the
city budget, city officials
said there’s some legal and
fiscal rules they have to fol-
low. 

City Commissioner Bob
Jones was police chief when
several dispatch operations
were combined into what is
the 911center now. He said he
wants the partnership to stay
in place with the county but
without giving up budget
control for the city. 

County Commissioner
Jane Weber said that more
meetings between users and
local government officials

might improve communica-
tions and resolve some of the
issues. 

Jones said that when the
center first got started, the
users had regular working
group meetings, but “as
things started working and
working well, it dropped off.”

County Commissioner Joe
Briggs said he hears com-
plaints from the sheriff’s of-
fice about being treated “like
second-class citizens” and
was concerned about the city
making decisions without
county input. 

He said the county has
used some of its grant oppor-
tunities for 911 center pro-
jects, diverting the funds
from county needs.

“I don’t think it’s us help-
ing the city, I think it’s help-
ing public safety,” Weber
said. “I kind of view it as fun-
neling back to us.”

Doyon said complaints
from the sheriff’s office
haven’t been brought to his
attention and Bowen and Bill
Hunter, the 911 center’s man-
ager, said they hadn’t heard
of major complaints and
were working with the sher-
iff’s office to address their
concerns.

Stevens, a county under-
sheriff, said their issues have
improved in recent years and
the users continue to make
adjustments to improve rela-
tions and operations. 

Briggs asked city officials
why they believed it was so

important to the city to main-
tain control of the 911 center. 

“I think we do it more ef-
fectively,” Doyon said.

Briggs suggested that an
independent entity be estab-
lished to govern the center,
but Bowen said a similar
model in Flathead County is
struggling to function due to
political infighting and a lack
of structure. 

“Just because we have
some issues doesn’t mean we
create another entity,” Jones
said.

Bowen said the user
groups came up with what
they think is a workable mod-
el but need guidance and ap-
proval from the commission-
ers. 

“There’s a desire on all of
our parts to move forward,”
Bowen said of the working
group.

Doyon said that while
commissioners consider
Tuesday’s discussion, the
working group can get to-
gether and they’ll organize a
joint commission meeting 
on the dispatch center bud-
get.

City Commissioner Tracy
Houck suggested that the
working group create a list of
concerns and plans, but Ste-
vens said that’s what the
group did more than a year
ago and little came of it. 

“You’re asking us to do
something. We did it,” Ste-
vens said. “We’re asking you
to look at it.”

Dispatch
Continued from 1M

BOZEMAN - Montana
wildlife officials have re-
leased draft regulations for
grizzly bear hunting in an-
ticipation of the bears’ pos-
sible removal from the en-
dangered species list.

Montana Fish, Wildlife
and Parks is proposing
spring and fall hunting sea-
sons in seven districts near
the border of Yellowstone
National Park. Each district
would have a quota on the
number of bears that can be
killed, reported The Boze-
man Daily Chronicle.

The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service released a draft
proposal for removing the
grizzly bear’s Endangered
Species Act protections in
March. It includes caps on
how many bears can be
killed within a 19,279-

square-mile area that in-
cludes Yellowstone National
Park and parts of Idaho,
Wyoming and Montana. The
caps will depend on popula-
tion within the area.

The draft plan would give
Wyoming 58 percent of the
total number of bears that
can be killed, Montana 
34 percent and Idaho 8 per-
cent.

The federal plan also re-
quires that the states have
management plans in place,
according to Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks spokes-
man Ron Aasheim.

“This is a first attempt at
hopefully a management op-
tion that we’re going to have
here down the road,” Aash-
eim said.

The Montana Fish and
Wildlife Commission will
consider the proposal at its
next meeting and take an ini-

tial vote. If approved, it will
be open for public comment.

Grizzly bears have been
listed as a threatened spe-
cies since 1975, although
they were briefly delisted in
2007 before a lawsuit rein-
stated the protections.

“I think the agency has
put in a lot of safeguards to
ensure we don’t have an
overharvest,” said Nick Ge-
vock, conservation director
for the pro-delisting organi-
zation Montana Wildlife
Federation.

But the Sierra Club’s
Bonnie Rice said the grizzly
population is still vulnera-
ble. She opposes delisting
and hunting grizzlies.

Rice called it “complete-
ly misguided” to begin hunt-
ing when 61 bears were
killed last year even 
though no hunting took
place.

Montana releases draft
grizzly hunting guidelines 
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