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HELENA - Montana could
reduce its spending on jails
and prisons if detention fa-
cilities and treatment pro-
grams focused their ser-
vices on those most likely to
re-offend while others could
be supervised by an in-
creased number of proba-
tion and parole officers, re-
searchers said.

The primary driver of
costs and growth in the
state’s criminal justice sys-
tem is past offenders com-
mitting new crimes or peo-
ple being returned to custo-
dy for violating terms of
their probation or parole, the
Council of State Govern-
ments Justice Center found.

The Justice Center, which
began its review of Mon-
tana’s criminal justice sys-
tem last November, is pre-
senting its recommenda-
tions to the Legislature’s
Commission on Sentencing
during its two-day meeting
that started Wednesday. The
commission will review the
recommendations and deter-
mine which ones it would
like to see the state imple-

ment.
Montana’s prison popula-

tion is at capacity and is pro-
jected to increase due to an
increase in drug-related ar-
rests and offenders violating
the terms of their probation
or parole, the Justice Center
found.

There are a lot of pres-
sures on the criminal justice
system, and they’re all inter-
related, policy analyst Karen
Chung said. “The package of
policy options is working to-
ward addressing each of
those pressure points,” from
jails and prisons to alterna-
tive facilities and parole.

Montana should develop a
risk/needs assessment tool
to help determine a person’s
risk of re-offending. That,
combined with clinical judg-
ment, could help make deci-
sions on pretrial release con-
ditions, eligibility for de-
ferred prosecution or prob-
lem-solving courts like drug
courts, and whether some-
one should be released on
probation or parole, the
council said.

The Justice Center rec-
ommends the state hire 

Researchers 
dig into jail
spending
Experts: Assess re-offense risk
AMY BETH HANSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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City officials are looking at plans to realign
a portion of the River’s Edge Trail, which
makes a convoluted jog along River Drive
around Electric City Water Park and through
the Great Falls Police Department parking
lot. 

Another trail improvement, the Sun River
connector, is nearing completion along the
10th Avenue South Bridge, and could be open
in July. 

The River’s Edge Trail Foundation is work-
ing with the city to build a new stretch of trail
along the river from Broadwater Bay to the
1st Avenue North Bridge near the Great Falls
Tribune.

Andrew Finch, city transportation plan-
ner, updated city commissioners on the pro-
ject. 

Foundation members said late last year
that the project might be under construction
this summer, but the project is complicated,
and Finch said the project would likely take
another five years. 

Finch said the project was part of the origi-
nal plan 25 years ago, but organizers ran into
regulatory problems since the proposed

route would impact the river. Then it was
meant to be built when River Drive was wid-
ened, but that never happened and that pro-
ject isn’t on the horizon, Finch said.

In recent years, the project moved back to
the top of the priority list when an officer was
hit by a car in the police department parking
lot, Finch said. Safety is a major factor as city
officials have seen people pushing strollers,
walking, running and riding bikes along the
narrow portion of River Drive where there’s a
dip and curve. 

The RET Foundation paid for an engineer-
ing study and the proposed route would re-
quire adding about 1,900 feet of new trail and
constructing a riverwall, which is the option
preferred by staff. 

That option would cost an estimated $1.3
million. 

Another option would be a combination of
a retaining wall and piers with about 180 feet
of bridging. That option is an estimated $1.6
million and would be more vulnerable to dam-
age in flooding or river debris, Finch said. 

A protective canopy over the trail with so-
lar lighting would protect trail users from de-
bris from the railcars and the trail surface 

RIVER’S EDGE TRAIL

TRIBUNE PHOTO/JULIA MOSS

Lance States peels wood forms from new concrete along the Sun River Wednesday.

Pressing on
River Drive realignment gets commission
support; Sun River connector almost done
JENN ROWELL
JROWELL@GREATFALLSTRIBUNE.COM

See PROJECTS, 4A

telephone
pole and a
tree in Great
Falls last Fri-
day on the
1800 block of
1st Avenue
North.

The police report says
the responding officer rec-
ognized O’Brien and had
prior knowledge that he
“was known to abuse pre-
scription drugs.” The offi-
cer called an officer certi-
fied as a drug recognition 

Joe O’Brien, former
Montana State assistant and
Simms High head coach, is
facing new drug charges.

O’Brien, 43, made an ini-
tial court appearance Mon-
day on one count of criminal
possession of dangerous
drugs, a felony, and driving
under the influence of nar-
cotics (first offense), a mis-
demeanor.

According to charging
documents, O’Brien
crashed his vehicle into a

Former Bobcats
coach faces new
drug charges
ANDREA FISHER
ANFISHER@GREATFALLSTRIBUNE.COM

See O’BRIEN, 4A

Joe O’Brien 

WASHINGTON - Demo-
cratic lawmakers ground the
U.S. House to a halt Wednes-
day, staging a sit-in to de-
mand a vote on gun control
legislation.

Scores of House lawmak-
ers took to the House floor
Wednesday morning and re-
fused to let Republicans take
back control. They took turns
talking about gun violence,
said they wouldn’t leave until
House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-
Wis., allowed a vote on mea-
sures to curb it, and chanted
over and over, “No bill, no
break!” 

The House is scheduled to
adjourn Friday and be out of

session until July 5.
“Where is our courage?”

said Democratic Rep. John
Lewis of Georgia, who orga-
nized the impromptu sit-in.
“Those who pursue common-
sense improvement are beat-
en down. Reason is is put
aside. ... What is the tipping
point? Are we blind. Can we
see? ... Give us a vote! We
came here to do our job!”

Rep. Ted Poe, R-Texas, re-
peatedly banged his gavel to
call the House into order at
noon, but the Democrats re-
fused to quiet, so he gaveled
the House into recess.

House Minority Whip
Rep. Steny Hoyer, D-Md.,
suggested it could be a mara-
thon recess.

“Our people deserve to
know where their repre-

sentatives stand on this issue,
just as they now do with their
senators,” he said. “Led by
civil rights hero Rep. John
Lewis, we will be sitting-in
until the House is allowed an
opportunity to vote. This is an
issue that ought to transcend
party — it’s about saving
lives and keeping our com-
munities safe.”

Ryan spokeswoman Ash-
Lee Strong said, “The House
cannot operate without mem-
bers following the rules of
the institution, so the House
has recessed subject to the
call of the chair.”

As for whether Ryan
would allow a vote, Strong
pointed to remarks he made
earlier Wednesday when he
said the House was waiting to
see what the Senate does on

the issue. Senators on Mon-
day voted down four gun
measures and were working
on a compromise Wednesday.

Other House Republicans
were less restrained in their
response. They have opposed
legislation toughening gun
laws in recent years because
they say the measures would
have infringed on Ameri-
cans’ rights to bear arms and
to due process.

“Calling this a sit-in is a
disgrace to Woolworth’s.
They sat-in for rights,” Rep.
Mark Walker tweeted in a ref-
erence to black civil rights
activists who refused to leave
the store’s lunch counter
when they were refused ser-
vice in 1960. “Dems are ‘sit-

U.S. House Democrats stage sit-in over gun legislation

EVAN VUCCI/AP

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California wears a rainbow
armband to show support for the victims of the Pulse nightclub
shooting during a news conference on gun legislation Wednesday.

DONOVAN SLACK AND
DEBORAH BARFIELD BERRY
USA TODAY

See GUNS, 4A
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Home of the Montana State Fair

JOB FAIR
June 23rd, 10am to 5pm

Bank Tellers; Gate Workers; Maintenance/

Custodial Workers; Food & Beverage; 

General Office Assistance

Temporary Employment Period for the

2016 Montana State Fair

July 29th - August 6th depending on position.

Interviews on June 23rd at Montana ExpoPark 

Paddock Club between 10am & 5pm.

Applications will be filled out at the Job Fair!

Any questions please call Montana ExpoPark Administration Office
at (406) 727-8900

MONTANA
EXPOPARK

EXCELLENT JOB FOR YOUR

FAMILY MEMBERS & FRIENDS

(Current Cascade County Employees  

may NOT seek employment with  

the Montana State Fair)

would dip two feet below the
base flood elevations to al-
low for an eight-foot clear-
ance under the bridge. 

Constraints on the project
include a lack of an easement
for the trail from BNSF Rail-
way; the low elevation would
be prone to flooding; no fund-
ing sources have been identi-
fied yet; and the project will
impact the river bottom, riv-
erside vegetation and water
flow. That involves regula-
tory agencies such as Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, who
would need to sign off on the
project. 

The benefits would be
better trail connectivity; im-

proved safety on that trail
segment; reduce unsafe
crossings over the railroad;
and eliminate the need to
cross River Drive twice. 

Staff met with the Mon-
tana Department of Trans-
portation, and it didn’t
oppose the project, Finch
said. 

Commissioners told
Finch and foundation mem-
bers to move forward with
the project but have not com-
mitted any funding. 

Also along the River’s
Edge Trail, the Sun River
connector is nearing com-
pletion. The segment was
scheduled for completion
around August, but might be
open in July.

The project will connect
10th Avenue South at the
Warden Bridge to 6th Street

Southwest on the south side
of the Sun River and the
north side of Country Club
Boulevard.

The city conducted a spe-
cial bike/pedestrian count in
that area last summer to be
able to measure the trail’s
impact once it’s completed.

Earlier this year, Finch
said they did a week’s worth
of counts in June 2015 and
found that on an average
weekday, there were 17 pe-
destrians and 28 bicyclists
using the shoulder of the
road on 10th across from the
country club entrance. On
weekends, the average daily
counts were 29 pedestrians
and 33 bicyclists.

The trail will be canti-
levered a few feet over the
sheet pile with a rail, Finch
said.

TRIBUNE PHOTO/JULIA MOSS

Kellee States places steel handrails to match the walking path across the 10th Avenue South bridge
Wednesday.

Projects
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expert, or DRE, for assis-
tance.

The DRE officer per-
formed standard field sobri-
ety maneuvers at the scene,
which O’Brien failed, accord-
ing to the report. The officer
also reported that O’Brien’s
speech was slurred, and he
was difficult to understand.

The officer described
O’Brien as being in “a deep,
relaxed state.”

The report says O’Brien
was in possession of a drop-
per syringe and a bottle of
clear liquid labeled “Etizo-
lam” and “for research use
only.” The officer researched
the drug and learned it is a
synthetic form of Benzodia-
zepine, a controlled narcotic
depressant used to treat anxi-
ety, the report says.

Benzodiazepine can have
a sedative effect, which the
officer reported was obvious
in O’Brien.

“When I asked about the
drug, Joseph just stared at
me and said nothing,” the of-
ficer wrote in his report. “Jo-
seph displayed (no) emotions
or concerns about the crash,
his totaled vehicle, the DUI
investigation, or going to
jail.”

O’Brien consented to a
portable breath test, which
yielded a .000 percent BAC,
and a blood draw, documents
say.

The report indicates a
traffic officer issued cita-
tions related to the crash.

Court records show O’Bri-
en hired a private attorney
and posted bond in the
amount of $25,375.

O’Brien was arrested in
September 2003 and later
pleaded guilty to charges of
conspiracy to distribute
methamphetamine, distribu-
tion of meth near a school and
24 counts of money launder-
ing for his role in a meth dis-
tribution conspiracy. At the
time, the former Boise State
standout was an assistant
football coach for the Bob-
cats in Bozeman, where he’d
been since 2000.

He was sentenced to four
years in federal prison but
was released after two and a
half years with eight years of
supervised parole. Records
show he was ordered to par-
ticipate in 500 hours of a drug
treatment program while he
was incarcerated.

In 2013, O’Brien was hired
by a 4-3 vote to take over the
reins of a Simms program
that had been struggling.
O’Brien led the Tigers to a 9-2
season but left after that sea-
son because of turmoil in the
program regarding his past.

“I love those kids more
than they’ll ever know, and
the last thing that I wanted to
was step down,” O’Brien told
the Tribune at the time.

O’Brien was a finalist to
take over the reins for leg-
endary C.M. Russell High
coach Jack Johnson in 2014,

but longtime assistant Gary
Lowry got the Rustler job.

O’Brien had started a roof-
ing business in Great Falls.

He spoke to groups about
his drug use and recounted
for students the years he
spent internalizing all of his
problems — a broken home, a
father who was a convicted
felon and later died of a her-
oin overdose — while also do-
ing all of the “typical” leader
things. He was involved in
student government when he
was in high school, he was
captain of the football team
and said he graduated high
school with a 3.75 GPA.

Yet the whole time, and
through his collegiate and
professional careers, O’Bri-
en was abusing drugs. Only
after federal and state agents
arrested him as he stopped on
a recruiting trip to buy meth
in Townsend did things start
to turn around for O’Brien.

He was the subject of an
acclaimed ESPN “Outside
the Lines” piece that was par-
tially filmed in Great Falls
and co-wrote a book titled
“Broken Bronco: From Ad-
diction to Redemption.”

ESPN filmed both in
Simms and when O’Brien
was speaking to a group of
student leaders from around
the region in Great Falls.

“I am just trying to be a
football coach. I didn’t ask for
this,” O’Brien told the stu-
dent leaders of the ESPN
crew. “If this story can help
somebody, that’s what I’m all
about.”

O’Brien
Continued from 1A

more probation and parole
officers to supervise those
who are determined to be at a
lower risk to reoffend and
that those officers be al-
lowed to reduce supervision
time for those who have been
in steady compliance.

The Justice Center sug-
gested Montana’s Board of
Probation and Parole should
have three paid members, in-
stead of seven volunteer
members, who would have
more time for training, more
availability and develop
more expertise. It recom-
mends the board rely on eval-
uations by prison staff in de-
termining whether someone
is eligible for parole and un-
der what conditions, rather
than adding their own
conditions at a parole hear-
ing.

“One of the things that
we’re trying to stress is the

Corrections folks are the
true professionals on treat-
ment, and what they think is
needed is what the parole
board should look to, rather
than trumping a Corrections
judgment and piling on addi-
tional conditions,” said Carl
Reynolds, the senior legal
and policy adviser for the
council’s Montana team.

There shouldn’t be a big
lag time between when an of-
fender is eligible for parole
and having a parole decision
made, Reynolds said. That
gap tripled to 26 months be-
tween 2000 and 2013, the Jus-
tice Center said. The state
also should help inmates find
post-prison housing, which is
often a roadblock to their re-
lease, the Justice Center
said.

Inmates who are ap-
proaching parole eligibility,
and who Corrections offi-
cials are recommending for
parole, should be given prior-
ity for placement in prison
treatment programs and
then sent to prerelease cen-

ters from which they could
be paroled, the council said.
An offender’s stay at a prere-
lease center should be limit-
ed to three months and the
centers should receive in-
centives to increase the in-
tensity of their counseling
and treatment programs, the
analysts recommend.

Montana has a law that al-
lows probation officers to de-
tain someone who has violat-
ed their probation for up to
72 hours, but when the jails
are full, probation officers
are limited in handing down
what would be a “swift, cer-
tain response” to violations,
Reynold said. 

Spending
Continued from 1A

“One of the things that
we’re trying to stress is
the Corrections folks
are the true
professionals on
treatment ... .”
CARL REYNOLDS
Senior legal and policy adviser

ting-in’ to strip them away.”
Most of the House demon-

stration, unlike last week’s
filibuster in the Senate that

led to the votes Monday, was
not broadcast on C-SPAN.
The network carries feeds
from cameras belonging to
the House, which controls
what is broadcast.

Rep. Jared Huffman, D-
Calif., accused Republican
leadership of not allowing the

broadcast, although it is long-
standing policy not to show
the House floor when the
chamber is in recess. “The
fact is they can cut off the
mics, they can cut off the
cameras, they will not silence
our voice,” he said as the sit-
in approached four hours.

Many lawmakers took to
social media to post photos
and video of the protest.

Sen. Chris Murphy, D-
Conn, who led the nearly 15-
hour filibuster in the Senate,
went over to the House floor
to show his support.

“This is an extraordinary

tactic,” he said as he headed
into the chamber shortly af-
ter noon. But, he added, “This
is an exceptional time.”

White House press secre-
tary Josh Earnest said House
Democrats are “are showing
the kind of frustration and
even anger that people

around the country have.”
“What Democrats are ask-

ing for is neither radical nor
controversial,” he said, citing
polls showing that expanded
background checks are fa-
vored by large majorities of
people, including gun own-
ers.

Guns
Continued from 1A

Former House speaker
Dennis Hastert reported to
prison in Minnesota on
Wednesday to begin serving
a15-month sentence in a case
involving millions in hush
money paid to cover up his
sexual abuse of teenage stu-
dents 30 years ago.

Hastert, 74, partially
wheeled himself into the
Rochester Federal Medical
Center complex, which is sur-
rounded by high, razor-wire
fencing. A woman followed
behind him, carrying crutch-
es.

As a diabetic who suffered
a stroke last year, the former
congressman will serve his
sentence in the medical cen-
ter prison in Minnesota that
handles inmates requiring
specialized or long-term

medical or mental health
care.

Hastert was sentenced in
April in Chicago by federal
Judge Thomas Durkin, who

called him a “serial child mo-
lester” for sexually abusing
at least four boys when he
was a wrestling coach at
Yorkville High School in Illi-

nois.
He was convicted of evad-

ing banking laws to cover up
the payments to one of his
victims. Prosecutors de-
scribed the payments as
something akin to an out-of-
court settlement, saying In-
dividual A wanted to bring in
lawyers and put the agree-
ment in writing but that Has-
tert refused.

Hastert represented an Il-
linois district in Congress for
24 years, the last eight as
speaker of the House. He will
be identified in prison as in-
mate 47991-424.

Hastert’s life will be high-
ly regimented inside the pris-
on, from frequent head
counts to shakedown search-
es, The Associated Press re-
ports. Physically able in-
mates must work from 7:40
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The con-
gressman-turned-high-paid-

lobbyist could end up mop-
ping floors or doing yard
work for as little as 25 cents
an hour.

Once freed, Hastert must
spend two years on super-
vised release and undergo
sex-offender treatment. A
likely lie-detector test would
seek to determine how many
times Hastert sexually
abused kids and over what
time period.

Court filings detailed the
abuse allegations, describing
how Hastert would also sit in
a recliner in the locker room
with a direct view of the
showers. The victims were 14
to 17 years old.

A former wrestler, who
also is the brother of a state
Republican leader, delivered
a statement during Hastert’s
sentencing. “I looked up to
coach Hastert,” 53-year-old
Scott Cross said. He said that

after Hastert abused him in
the locker room, “I was dev-
astated. I felt very alone.”

At the sentencing, Hastert
admitted for the first time
that he sexually abused stu-
dents.

“Nothing is more disturb-
ing than having serial child
molester and speaker of the
House in the same sentence,”
Durkin said.

When questioned by the
judge about an alleged vic-
tim, Hastert replied: “It was a
different situation.” The
judge then pressed for de-
tails, asking directly whether
it was sexual abuse.

“Yes,” he said.
Hastert apologized for his

actions.
“I want to apologize to the

boys I mistreated when I was
a coach,” he said. “They
looked (up) at me and I took
advantage of them.”

Ex-House Speaker Hastert starts prison term

ANDREW LINK/THE ROCHESTER POST-BULLETIN VIA AP

Dennis Hastert reports to the Federal Medical Center in Rochester,
Minn., Wednesday to begin serving a 15-month sentence. 

DOUG STANGLIN
USA TODAY
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