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RIVER’S EDGE TRAIL
IS A GEM OF THE CITY
After 25 years, Wicks is retiring, but the trail will continue growing
Jenn Rowell
jrowell@greatfallstribune.com

Abigail Lichliter and Lonnie Hill can frequently be found on
Great Falls’ River’s Edge Trail either out for a run or a bike ride.
“You can feel seclusion and be immersed in the environment”
while being in the city, Lichliter said.
“Because it’s so long, it’s accessible to everybody,” Hill said.
No matter where you live in the city, you can typically access the
trail easily.
After a quarter century of work led by a small group of dedicated residents, things are changing for the River’s Edge Trail.
Doug Wicks has retired as the driving force behind much of
the work that has gone into developing the trail, which is now a
25-mile-long paved city path, plus another 35 miles-plus of gravel
or dirt trail.
But with Wicks retired, the work won’t end. The trail will continue to grow in 2016 as a $1.56 million venture will relocate part
of the trail to keep it along the river across the road from Applebee’s, the Great Falls Tribune and the Electric City Water Park.

River’s Edge Trail planner Doug
Wicks explors a crack in the north
bank of the Missouri River near
West Bank Park in August 2014.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN CHASE

See TRAIL, 4A
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the trail began in the late 1980s.
» Check out the Tribune’s photo gallery

Top: Pedestrians walk their dogs along Black Eagle Memorial Island in
January. TRIBUNE PHOTO/JULIA MOSS

RIVER’S EDGE TRAIL BY THE NUMBERS
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25-mile-long paved city path, plus another 35 miles-plus of gravel
or dirt trail.
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of the trail to keep it along the river across the road from Applebee’s, the Great Falls Tribune and the Electric City Water Park.
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See TRAIL, 4A

Top: Pedestrians walk their dogs along Black Eagle Memorial Island in
January. TRIBUNE PHOTO/JULIA MOSS

MORE ON THE RIVER’S
EDGE TRAIL
» See My Montana to read about how
the trail began in the late 1980s.

RIVER’S EDGE TRAIL BY THE NUMBERS

» Check out the Tribune’s photo gallery
of people on the trail through the years
at www. gftrib.com.

25 35 27
miles of paved
urban trail

» Check out an interactive timeline
showing how the trail has grown at
www.gftrib.com.

miles of gravel
and dirt trail

years the community
has devoted to the trail
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Obama budget calls for doubling clean energy
President wants to ‘invest in the future,’
fulfill Paris goals for climate change
Richard Wolf
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - In the federal
budget to be released Tuesday,
President Barack Obama will call
for doubling U.S. investment in
clean energy research and development by 2021 as a way to combat
climate change.
The proposal is part of the historic “Mission Innovation” agree-

GREAT FALLS
FORECAST

INDEX OF REGULAR FEATURES

High: 45 - Low: 30
Mostly sunny with
west winds of 8 to
16 mph.

ment reached in November by
world leaders in Paris. The effort
calls for a major boost in public and
private innovation in the area of
clean energy.
Obama announced Saturday
that he will seek a doubling of U.S.
funding in clean energy from
$6.4 billion to $12.8 billion over five
years. To achieve that goal, investments in clean energy would have
to rise by about 15 percent each

year.
“As I said in my State of the
Union address, rather than subsidize the past, we should invest in
the future,” the president said in
his weekly radio address.
The new investments will “help
the private sector create more jobs
faster, lower the cost of clean energy faster, and help clean, renewable power out-compete dirty fuels
in every state,” he said.
Leaders of 20 nations pledged in
November to double spending on
clean energy research and development over five years.
Among other initiatives to be un-
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veiled in the proposed 2017 budget:
» Increased investments in
clean transportation to reduce carbon pollution, cut oil consumption
and create jobs. The effort would
be paid for with a fee on oil companies — a proposal Republicans are
likely to oppose.
» A “moonshot” to cure cancer,
led by Vice President Joe Biden and
jump-started with $1 billion to accelerate the development of new
cancer treatments.
» A two-year, $1 billion effort to
address the nation’s opioid epidemic by expanding treatment for heroin and prescription drug abuse.
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PREPARING FOR A BRIGHT
FUTURE IN SOLAR POWER

Great Falls High’s top engineering
and construction students will visi
two of the world’s largest and mo
sophisticated solar power plants in
the Las Vegas area /Business
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