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River’s
Edge
Trail

A newcomer’s
idea grows into 

C
huck and Gerry Jennings came to Great Falls in 1974 when he
had an opportunity to practice orthopedic surgery. 

The city is similar in the size to his hometown of Hutchin-
son, Kan. 

“To me it was Kansas with mountains,” Chuck said.
The couple came to Great Falls as active outdoors people at a time

when the national Rails to Trails movement was in its infancy. 
They regularly rode their bikes through town and sometimes with

their children. They rode over the Warden Bridge and other routes
through town.

“We knew it was dangerous, but we didn’t want to give up riding,”
Gerry said.

Chuck and Gerry were bicycling on Lower River Road one day
without their kids. Chuck was riding in front of Gerry and she wit-
nessed a near crash involving Chuck, a van, a motorcycle and a loose
dog.

“I could just imagine Chuck getting hit,” Gerry said.
After that, Gerry remembers thinking, “We have got to do some-

thing in this town to make biking safer.”

Jenn Rowell
jrowell@greatfallstribune.com

TRIBUNE PHOTO/RION SANDERS

Father Oliver Doyle crosses the 6th Street Bridge while using the River’s Edge
Trail in January. Father Doyle uses the trail three to four times per week.

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

A cyclist approaches the railroad underpass near the 6.5-mile mark on the
River’s Edge Trail in 1999. See TRAIL, 3L

who are getting ready to suit
up for the biggest games of
their respective careers. No
matter what happens from
here on out, these two Mon-
tana gridiron greats and for-
mer second-round picks will
remember being a part of
Super Bowl 50.

And they will have gone
where few Montana athletes
have gone before.

Dwan Edwards is a defen-
sive tackle for the Carolina
Panthers and while he is a
backup, he will see plenty of
playing time in the Super
Bowl. Born in Billings, Ed-
wards was a three-sport ath-
lete at Columbus High School,
where he lettered in football,
basketball and track. He end-
ed up signing with Oregon
State and was a second-round

draft pick of the Baltimore
Ravens in 2004. After a short
stint in Buffalo, Edwards
signed with Carolina in 2012.

Broncos quarterback
Brock Osweiler isn’t expected
to play much in Super Bowl
50, but there’s no denying his
extensive role in getting the
Broncos there in the first
place. Subbing for an injured
Peyton Manning, Osweiler
started five games for the
Broncos late in the season
and kept their playoff hopes
alive in 2015.

Osweiler’s journey to the
NFL began in Kalispell,
where he played football and
basketball in high school.
Some would say that his game
on the court was stronger 

Ties to Montana are plentiful in Super Bowl 50

AP

Carolina defensive tackle Dwan Edwards was an athlete at Columbus
High School, where he lettered in football, basketball and track. See DOUGLAS, 3L

PATRICK
DOUGLAS
Pop Montana

Adorning the walls at Buf-
falo Wild Wings in Great Falls
you’ll find jerseys of current
NFL players with differing
levels of Montana ties. Some
are former Grizzly or Bobcat
greats who have gone on to
small roles on the big stage
while others are former Mon-
tana high school stars who
went on to out-of-state
schools before making a pro
squad.

Two jerseys in particular
feature the names of guys
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QUIZ
ANSWERS ON

PAGE 4

BIG SKY
PALETTE

ARCHIE BRAY
JURIED EXHIBIT
GOES BEYOND
THE BRICKYARD

2

WHY I
WEAR

BEING CROWNED
THE BEST BUNCO

PLAYER

4

A FULL
GLASS
KATABATIC
BREWING IS

‘RUGGED YET
REFINED’

6

#Montana
Tweet

“You know
you’re a farmer

when ... you
dream you’re at
the pyramids &
realize they’re
made of hay

bales!”
— @LaurenMNeale

1. What is the male:female ratio of
students at Great Falls College
Montana State University?

A. 50:50 C. 55:45
B. 40:60 D. 28:72

2. What percent of GFC MSU stu-
dents are 25 and older?

A. 5 percent C. 50 percent
B. 25 percent D. 75 percent

3. How many students go to GFC
MSU?

A. 1,589 C. 2,200
B. 2,000 D. 2,500

INSIDE
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At the time, Chuck said, “Great
Falls was bike averse.”

The city started adding bike
routes in the 1980s, with the first
route along Fourth Avenue North,
according to city records.

Chuck had always had his eye
on the old railroad routes through
town, and when the old rail bridge
on 6th Street North between River
and Park drives came down, it
created a break in one often-used
bike route. 

By then the city had gone
through the Vision 2000 communi-
ty planning process and a commit-
tee had formed to establish what is
now the River’s Edge Trail.

The committee held its first
meeting April 23, 1990, and the
members present included Chuck
Jennings, Howard Strause, John
Swanberg, Jackie Nortman, Brin
Grosfield, Michael Luckett, Shelly
Addison, Barb Teberg, Bill Tacke
and Sheila Conners. The minutes
include discussion of developing a
master plan for bike trails in Great
Falls.

The group approached Burling-
ton Northern about replacing the
bridge to make an urban trail. 

The bridge was replaced in late
1990. 

The metal bridge, which was
first put in place in 1914, had been
stored for nearly a decade at an
old meat packing plant east of
Great Falls, according to Tribune
archives.

Burlington Northern donated
the bridge and volunteers moved
and installed it. The Great Falls
Home Builders Association donat-
ed the reinforced concrete deck
and railing. 

It was the first piece of the trail. 
“Without it, it never would have

started,” Gerry said.
Initially dubbed the Riverfront

Recreational Corridor, the trail
was to extend seven miles from
the Broadwater Bay area down-
stream to Rainbow Falls.

Much of the trail has been con-
structed on abandoned railroad
and road rights-of-way and struc-
tures. Miles of new trail connect-
ing these segments have been
constructed, as have many new
tunnels, underpasses, bridges and
trailheads.

Volunteers have undertaken an
ongoing intensive cleanup of river-
front land that had been littered
with debris over the past decades,
and have spent thousands of hours
on weed control, tree planting,
maintenance and enhancement
projects, according to the River’s
Edge Trail Foundation.

In January 1991, a name the trail
contest was announced, and by
February 1991, more than 400 area
residents had responded and 220
name ideas were submitted in
addition to the six names proposed
by the trails committee. 

Gerry said the naming contest
was important to the early days of
the trail because it got the commu-
nity involved and energized. 

By that time Doug Wicks had
emerged as spokesman for the
committee. 

Wicks was a cyclist and Brin
Grosfield, owner of the Knicker
Biker, suggested that he become
involved with the committee,
Chuck said. 

“I think that was the last biking
he did,” Gerry joked. Wicks was so
busy working on building and ex-
panding the trail, there was little

time for biking.
The first trail newsletter went

out in the spring of 1991 and has
continued ever since. The newslet-
ters update the community on
accomplishments of the past year
and goals for the next year. 

“He was just constant in his
efforts,” Gerry said of Wicks. “His
passion for this project was just
boundless.”

For years, Chuck was president
of Recreations Trails Inc., which
grew out of the Vision 2000 trails
committee, but he said Wicks was
a tremendous asset who was per-
sistent in his trail efforts. 

RTI has since changed its name
to the River’s Edge Trail Founda-
tion and Chuck remains on the
board. 

Despite the enthusiasm for the
trail in the early days, it didn’t
come without its own controversy. 

Chuck remembers a Tribune
letter to the editor in the early
days asking why the city would
spend money on a trail when there
were potholes to be fixed. One of
the suggested names in the 1991
contest was “Money Down the

River Trail.”
By 1996, the city received a

planning award for the trail from
the American Planning Associa-
tion. 

“River’s Edge Trail is a model
for other small communities be-
cause it shows how you can get
things done,” wrote award juror
Bonnie Harpore-Lore in the APA
magazine in April 1996. She was a
landscape architect for the Feder-
al Highway Administration. 

Andrew Finch, senior trans-
portation planner for Great Falls,
said the River’s Edge Trail was the
first urban trail system in Mon-
tana. 

“We were the envy of the state,”
he said. “Everyone pointed to
Great Falls as a city that built an
urban trail system, and if Great
Falls can do it, why can’t we?”

It started as the first Rails to
Trails project in Montana and has
since grown far beyond that. Other
Montana cities looked to Great
Falls as they were developing
urban trail systems of their own,
Finch said. 

The upcoming goals are to

maintain a relationship with Pres-
ervation Cascade to eventually
connect the trail over the historic
10th Street Bridge, Chuck said. 

There are also extensions of the
trail for unpaved biking and places
for hiking. 

“You don’t have to go hours out
of Great Falls to go hiking,” Gerry
said.

Going forward, the foundation
will also focus on maintaining the
trail for future generations of
Great Falls residents to enjoy,
Gerry said.

In his time working on the trail
and since his retirement late last
year, community members have
raved about Wicks’ efforts to de-
velop the trail and hope his legacy
is continued.

Jolene Bach of Great Falls De-
velopment Authority said the trail
wouldn’t be where it is today with-
out Wicks.

“Doug Wicks has done an in-
credible job for our community.
We owe him both our gratitude and
commitment to carry this work
forward,” Bach said. “I’m excited

to see what the next few years will
bring for our River’s Edge Trail.”

Things are changing for the
trail foundation and the trail this
year. 

Mixed in with all the energy and
excitement for the future of the
trail, no one is forgetting the role
Wicks has played in the trail’s
development. 

“We’re still trying to get our
heads around all the work that
Doug did,” said Sheila Kelly, a
foundation board member. “ A lot
wouldn’t have happened without
Doug Wicks.”

John Juras was a member of the
committee that selected the name
of the trail and is now president of
the RET Foundation. 

“It’s amazing to think that we
can do it,” Juras said. “We have
visions and we’re trying to make it
happen. This is exactly what Doug
did for the last 25 years. He
thought ahead and always had a
foot in the door whenever there
was an opportunity and that’s the
role the foundation will continue to
play.”

Trail
Continued from 1L

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Kristina Smith cruises down a trail near the Steamboat Overlook during her morning run in June.

TRIBUNE PHOTO/JULIA MOSS

Adam Morsa sits on a bench along River’s Edge Trail. Morsa, who recently left a day
job in California, is camping across the country until his savings run out. 

TRIBUNE PHOTO/JULIA MOSS

Kylie Floerchinger, 9, looks across the Missouri river during a walk along River’s Edge
Trail.

than it was on the field. Now the
tallest QB in NFL history at 6-
foot-8 (tied with Dan McGwire),
Osweiler was just as imposing a
figure in high school and originally
committed to Gonzaga to play
college basketball. 

Luckily for Broncos fans, his
path led him to Arizona State and a
football career.

He was the 57th pick in the 2012
draft and is expected to be the
quarterback of the future for the
Broncos even though he enters
free agency this offseason. Osweil-
er’s grandfather, Jack, is a retired
police officer who lives in Great
Falls.

The most famous connection

between the Super Bowl and Mon-
tana comes via the Broncos’ exec-
utive vice president of football
operations, John Elway. The Hall
of Fame quarterback played all 16
years with the Broncos but began
his run in football in Missoula as a
youngster. He continues to visit
the Treasure State as a property
owner with land near Cascade.

The Elway family history in the
state goes beyond the two-time
Super Bowl champ. His father,
Jack, brought the Elways to Mis-
soula in 1966 when John was 6
years old, to become an assistant
coach at the University of Mon-
tana. Elway began his football
career in the fourth grade with the
Little Grizzlies.

His most formidable years as a
budding athlete were spent in the
shadow of Mount Sentinel and it
was there he grew to love football,

baseball and basketball. The El-
ways moved back to Washington in
1972 when Jack took a job as an
assistant with Washington State.
John was in junior high at the time.

The family’s constant journey
behind Jack’s coaching career
continued until they ended up in
California, where John became an
All-America quarterback at Gra-
nada Hills High School. His path
would lead him to nearby Stanford
where he quickly became one of
the top QBs in the NCAA and ulti-
mately the first pick in the NFL
draft.

When the smoke clears at the
end of Super Bowl 50 one thing
will be certain — someone with
ties to the Treasure State, and
whose jersey currently hangs at
Buffalo Wild Wings, will be award-
ed a ring and crowned world
champion.

AP

Denver backup quarterback Brock Osweiler’s journey to the NFL began in Kalispell,
where he played football and basketball in high school.

Douglas
Continued from 1L
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We
Have
Moved!

Dr. Robert
Sherer

Vision Care Clinic

We have a 
new number

771-8240
3226 10th Ave. S.
Great Falls

MT-0000364642

Your Local Lender.
Your Opportunity.

Tom Mathews, NMLS #777484
Commercial Loan Officer

120 1st Avenue North
Great Falls • 406-452-2271

Opportunity
OF MONTANA

BankTM

www.opportunitybank.com

Competitive Rates –
FDIC-Insured*

1.75% APY* 48 - month CD
2.20% APY* 60 - month CD

Pam Hansen Alfred, Agent
State Farm Agent

2817 10th Avenue South
Great Falls, MT 59405
Bus: 406-453-6010

It’s a beautiful thing.
Let me help you choose an FDIC-insured Certificate 
of Deposit from State Farm Bank® and watch your 
money grow. Bank with a good neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.

*Up to FDIC insured limits. Annual Percentage Yields as of 01/28/15. Advertised rates are subject to change at 
the Bank's discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply to deposits 

less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

1001287.3 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL
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February Free Enrollment!

John Juras has assumed
the role of president of the re-
cently renamed River’s Edge
Trail Foundation, and the ev-
eryday operation and mainte-
nance of the trail is shifting to
the Great Falls Park and Rec-
reation department. 

Park and Rec has created
a new trail coordinator posi-
tion and the department is in
the process of selecting
someone to fill the position
beginning in February.

With the shifting of main-
tenance and operations to the
city comes a shift in the focus
of the trail’s foundation. 

Since the idea of the trail
began in 1989 and construc-
tion started in 1990, the trail
has grown from three miles
of abandoned Burlington
Northern railroad track into
a community gem.

And there’s plenty of
space for all users of the trail,
whether they’re biking, run-
ning, picnicking or holding
community events, Hill said.

“It’s something you can do
with your family that doesn’t
include a TV,” Lichliter said.
“It’s a nice focal point for the
city.”

She turned and pointed to
the Paris Gibson statue in
Gibson park. 

“He would like that this
trail is here,” she said. 

And the foundation plans
to continue that legacy
through the trail.

“The foundation is striv-
ing to make River’s Edge
Trail the most excellent trail
facility in the Northwest,”
Juras said. “We are working
every way we can think of to
make that happen.”

According to the founda-
tion, a conceptual plan for a
riverside recreational trail in
Great Falls was developed by
the City-County Planning
Board in 1989. Dubbed the
Riverfront Recreational Cor-
ridor, the trail was to extend
seven miles from the Broad-
water Bay area downstream
to Rainbow Falls. The trail
was later renamed the Riv-
er’s Edge Trail following a
Name the Trail contest in the
Great Falls Tribune. 

Also in 1989, a volunteer
group that advocated local
bike trails as part of the Vi-
sion 2000 community plan-
ning process began working
with the city to develop the
first segments of the trail.
That group became Recre-
ational Trails Inc., now the
River’s Edge Trail Founda-
tion. 

Juras said the foundation
is hoping to make a presenta-
tion during a City Commis-
sion work session in the near
future to discuss some spe-
cific plans and to help the
commission understand how
the foundation perceives its
role and the commission’s
role. 

“With Doug’s retirement,
that role is changing,” Juras
said. “He was Mr. River’s
Edge Trail, no question about
it.”

But that model won’t work
going forward, and the city
will take on a more active
role, Juras said. 

Over the last 25 years,
Wicks and the folks at Recre-
ational Trails Inc. fun-
draised, developed and im-
plemented trail improve-
ments. 

Going forward, trail main-
tenance, expansion and im-

provement will go through
the Park and Rec and Public
Works departments, said Joe
Petrella, city park and rec di-
rector. 

“We’re the day-to-day
managers of the trail, opera-
tor of the trail,” Petrella said. 

But nothing will change
for the regular trail user, and
the foundation will continue
raising money to help main-
tain and expand the trail.

Every mile of trail costs
about $11,000 for mainte-
nance annually, according to
industry data, Petrella said. 

The new trail coordinator
position will be funded by the
city’s general fund and trans-
portation funds from the city
planning department. The
two funds will split the cost. 

Since the position is start-
ing mid-budget year, it will be
$31,830 for five months’ pay
plus benefits in the 2016 fis-
cal year. In the next budget,
that figure will double to
about $70,000 with each de-
partment funding about
$35,000.

The person in that position
will be the liaison between
the city and the foundation,
Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks, as well as other in-
volved agencies. The trail co-
ordinator will work on devel-
oping long-range plans for al-
ternative transportation, in-
ventory trail assets and work
with nonprofits to raise mon-
ey.

“It’s a start to developing a
crew that can manage that
trail and free up time for
parks crews to take care of
city parks to a higher level of
standards,” Petrella said. “It
all helps with the beautifica-
tion of the city.”

And there’s a lot happen-
ing out on the trail. 

In 2015, the foundation:
» Repaired gravel shoul-

ders along the most popular
trail segments.

» Installed a new concrete
colored ramp and stairs from
Giant Springs Road to the riv-
er. 

» Rerouted a steep trail
from Giant Springs Park to
the Heritage Area. 

» Improved West Bank
Park, including new trail-
heads, a restroom and replac-
ing narrow and asphalt trails
with concrete.

» Started construction on
a new Sun River Connection
Trail and started design for a
new concrete trail from War-
den Park to 10th Avenue
South along the southside of
Overlook Drive. 

In 2016, the foundation has
big things planned, as well.

Along a narrow portion of
River Drive South, the trail
makes a convoluted jog
around Electric City Water
Park and through the Great
Falls Police Department
parking lot. The foundation is
working with the city to build
a new stretch of trail along
the river from Broadwater
Bay to the 1st Avenue North
Bridge near the Great Falls
Tribune.

Juras said the foundation
put together preliminary de-
signs for the project and now
the city is working on the pro-
ject and securing additional
funding. 

Juras said they expect to
start construction in 2016. 

They’re also planning to
complete a new south loop of
the trail with the River Drive
South project, the Sun River
Connection and the Overlook
Drive project. Another ma-
jor goal is a continuous trail
on the north side of the river.

The foundation is working
with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and oth-
ers to complete the trail so it
would run from the Fox Farm
intersection with 10th Ave-
nue South all the way to Mo-
rony Dam. 

“It’s amazing to think that
we can do it,” Juras said. “We
have visions, and we’re try-
ing to make it happen. This is
exactly what Doug did for the
last 25 years. He thought
ahead and always had a foot
in the door whenever there
was an opportunity and that’s
the role the foundation will
continue to play.”

To achieve those goals, the
foundation is launching some
new initiatives, and chief
among them is TrailCare.

Sheila Kelly is a founda-
tion board member and co-
chair of the TrailCare initia-
tive. 

“We’re so excited about all
of this happening,” she said.
“A few years ago, I couldn’t
visualize what this transition
would look like. This has
changed at a very deep level
where we focus our energy.”

When she joined the board
a few years ago, “What
stunned me was how much

happened every month with
so few people involved,” she
said. “I spent six months just
listening and thinking about
what happens if Doug de-
cides to retire.”

Among the small group of
people, there was a deep
breadth of institutional
knowledge and an under-
standing of the maintenance
needs. 

Though that small group
of people had done extraordi-
nary work in the last 25 years,
it wasn’t a sustainable model
for the future of the trail. 

Kelly and Becky Nelson
got to talking about the issue
and TrailCare was born.

“It is a true gem and a won-
derful addition to Great
Falls,” Nelson said. “From
the artwork, bridges and
benches along the trail —
what better way to enjoy the
outdoors? It is a privilege to
be involved and partner with
trail enthusiasts.” 

The foundation had just
finished the trail mainte-
nance plan, which covered
year-to-year maintenance
needs, laying out the pave-
ment lifespan and known
maintenance needs. Plus,
board members and volun-

teers keep an eye out for any-
thing that needs repair. 

“If we can fund the main-
tenance plan, the trail will be
good for many years,” she
said. 

The foundation has a
broad outlook of the trail, its
operations, maintenance, ex-
pansion and it’s future. Trail-
Care will focus on funding
the ongoing operations and
maintenance of the trail. 

“From my point of view,
the trail is the most success-
ful public-private partner-
ship I’ve ever seen in Great
Falls,” Kelly said. 

The TrailCare initiative
will look to develop multi-
year partners, Kelly said.

Jolene Bach of the Great
Falls Development Authority
said the city has a lot of op-
portunity to expand trail
tourism. She and her family
are also regular users of the
trail. 

She’s spoken with many
out-of-towners who said
they’ve come to town specifi-
cally to bike the trail. One
woman makes an annual trip,
Bach said.

“My family loves the trail
for biking and running.
We’ve been told that when the
weather’s right we should
cross country ski it as well.
The trail is more than just our
path along the river,” she
said. 

The foundation has invest-
ed in planning for projects so
that when funding becomes
available, it has a better
chance at getting it.

“We’ve got projects
stacked up and ready to go,”
Kelly said. 

A major factor in that is a
deep understanding of differ-
ent agencies and what they
fund.

That’s a talent Wicks and
Juras have shared. 

“They’ve done a spectacu-
lar job,” Kelly said.

TrailCare will do more to
educate the community
about how the trail is main-
tained, operated and funded,
Kelly said, and that will in-
clude revamping the founda-
tion’s website and beefing up
social media efforts. 

“And as all of this is hap-
pening, we’re seeing big
changes at Park and Rec,”
she said. 

Petrella has exposure and
experience with managing
urban trails, she said. 

“He’s willing and eager to
take more responsibility,”
Kelly said.

With Wicks stepping away
as the driving force behind
many trail projects, it’s good
timing to have the city willing
to take on more responsibil-
ity. 

“We need to hand this over
and now we’ve got city lead-

ership willing and eager to do
more,” she said.

Kelly said foundation
members have been meeting
with city staff to better un-
derstand operations and how
to move forward. 

“We’re going to try differ-
ent things and measure their
success,” she said. “We have
to do it in a way that trail us-
ers are going to be best
served.”

Chuck Jennings, one of the
founders and early sup-
porters of the trail said that
since the railroad bridge
over 6th Street was replaced
25 years ago, he and his wife
have used the trail. 

“It is an integral part of
our daily lives and the life
and identity of the of Great
Falls. We appreciate the work
of Doug Wicks, the city of
Great Falls, volunteers, and
the thousands of citizens who
have contributed money to
this most outstanding feature
of our city,” he said.

Cal and Gail Morley agree
that the trail is an important
part of the city.

The Morleys are regulars
on the trail, usually walking
their dog.

Gail Morley brings a bag
of peanuts to feed the squir-
rels along the way.

“It’s a peaceful place to
come,” she said. “The dog
likes to come and see all the
other puppies.”

Cal Morley said it’s great
to have the trail accessible
for everyone in the city. 

“It’s a city gem if you like
getting out and enjoying the
fresh air, and we do,” Cal
said. “You read more and
more that big cities are try-
ing to put in trails like this.”

Gail is from Great Falls
and Cal was in the Air Force,
and the couple has been back
in Great Falls for about 40
years. 

“I think this is a big attrac-
tion for Great Falls,” Gail
Morley said. 

Jennifer Rogers of GFDA
also lives near the trail and
uses it regularly.

“Running on the trail is the
highlight of my day and my
stress relief. It’s my gem and
definitely Great Falls’ as
well. I miss the trail terribly
during winter months, and
cannot wait for spring to roll
around so I can get back on it.
To say the trail is a huge part
of my life is an understate-
ment. It’s my favorite place
to be,” she said. 

“It’s a wonderful way to
showcase the beauty of Great
Falls and the river. I know
that Doug has done a tremen-
dous amount of work to grow
the trail to what it is today. I
appreciate his and many oth-
ers’ work every time I run on
it.”

Trail
Continued from 1A

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO 

Members of the Montana Conservation Corps install Epoch decking, a
composite wood and plastic material that doesn’t require treatment,
on the Weissman Trail Bridge. 

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Doug Wicks, assisted by Ron Siefke, removes railings in 1999 from the
old Milwaukee Road bridge for refitting work. 
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